Nc Public Health Ihjr?jrﬂwr;alg’lm\jiolence |
[ J A A serces FPREVENTIQO Nsranch
THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: BY THE NUMBERS IN NORTH CAROLINA

Our state is in the midst of an unprecedented opioid epidemic. More people died from medication or drug overdose in
2015 than in any year on record; and the majority of drug overdose deaths (more than seven out of ten) involved
an opioid. The rising rate of overdose deaths, the gap between treatment capacity and rate of opioid abuse or
dependence, and economic impact illustrate the need for enhanced prevention, treatment, research, and effective
responses to rapidly reverse opioid overdose deaths.
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< 10 deaths Overdose deaths: N.C. State Center for Health Statistics, Vital Statistics-Deaths, 2014.
Overdose deaths: N.C. State Center for Health Statistics, Vital Statistics-Deaths, 1999-2015. Medication or drug overdose: X40-X44, X60-X64, Y10-Y14, X85 / Economic impact:
Medication or drug overdose: X40-X44, X60-X64, Y10-Y14, X85. / Population: National WISQARSs Cost of Injury Reports, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, CDC.
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*Opioid abuse or dependence includes prescription opioids and/or heroin
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THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: BY THE NUMBERS IN NORTH CAROLINA

Our state is in the midst of an unprecedented opioid epidemic. More people died from drug overdoses in 2015 than

in any year on record, and the majority of drug overdose deaths (more than seven out of ten) involved an opiate.
The rising rate of overdose deaths, the gap between treatment capacity and rate of opioid abuse or dependence, and
economic impact illustrates the need for enhanced prevention, treatment, research, and effective responses to rapidly
reverse opioid overdose deaths. NC Injury and Violence Prevention Branch and others are working together to tackle
these issues; find out more at www.injuryfreenc.ncdhhs.gov.
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Medication or drug overdose: X40-X44, X60-X64, Y10-Y14, X85. Base year (2010) costs indexed to state 2014 prices.

Rate of Past Year Opioid Abuse or Dependence* On an average day in North Carolina, 2015:
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